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2, According to the regulations then prevailing, every prospective d.raftu in the
USSR hed to undergs two medical examinations in his respective Voyenkomat or
Rayvoyenkomat, Both of the medical boards were generally composed of several
medical doctors who epecislized in internsl diseases, surgery, INT, eye,
neuropathology, skin, VD, X-ray, and stomatology.
a. A prcwind.uctidn medical examination was conducted when the prospective draftee
first registered with the Voyenkomat (Vzyst na Uchet). How much time elapsed
between registration and the date one was drafted varied considersbly,
o
(WA

SECRET

25X1

sTaTep | b | ARMY

b navy

[ [air

FEE

l

lAEclll l'fL l

(Note: "W tington Ditrburin~ Alspiat, iy For FekleRie® 900810524 : CIA-RDP80-008T0AD0T500260010-6




3.
25X1

Approved For Release 2005/05/24 :Q&X-hDPSO-OOMOAOM500260010-6 25X1
SECRET |

depénding on how badly the armed forces needed recruits and the
administrative difficulties involved. As a general rule, it
BAY be ‘stateéd that this period was somewhere between 6 and 12
months. The pre-induction medical examination was of a
general character, the purpose being to determine general
Iltness of prospective draftees for military service. This
éxamination consisted of exmmining the body structure in order
to discover possible physical defects, making a record of

~-Weight and height, a chest X-ray, a check of hearing and eye-~

glght, and a check for VD, Youngsters with evident physical
defects were rejJected right away, either permanently or for a
périod of one or several years. Those with minor defects were
qualified as fit for non-combat duty. (Goden k Nestroyevoy
Sluzhbe), and all others who were found fit were qualified .for
dombat duty (Goden k- Stroyevoy Sluzhbe). In other words, the
pre-induction medical examination board facilitated the task
of the medical induction board, which conducted the examination
when a recrult was actually drafted. The pre-induction mili-
tary medical examination board prepared a complete card file
on all prospective recruits,

The induction medical examination was conducted when the recrults
were inducted by thelr Voyenkomats (Prizvan na Deystvitel 'nuyu
Volnskuyu Sluzhbu). To this examination were summoned all

those who had been qualified by their pre-induction boards as

f1t for combat or non-combat duty. The medical examination ,

wds more detailed than the pre-induction examination and had a
two-fold purpose: ;

{1) To check and to elaborate on the decision as to the fitness
of recruits as it had been determined by the pre-induction
-medical board. Quite often the induction medical board
revised the decision made by the pre-induction board and
reclassified some recruits from combat to non-combat duty
or vice versa. No blood or urire analyses were made unless
there was some indication that an ailment existed; in '
such cases, recrults were sent for a special analysis
examination to the nearest military hospital or poly-
¢linic., Decisions of the military medical installations
were then binding.

(2) To determine fitness of recruits for duty with different
branches of the armed forces and services within those
branches, Since here not only physical fitness but also
personnel requirements of the War and Naval Ministries
were to be considered, this work was done in close
cooperation with the military-plenipotentiary board
(Voyenno-Mandatnaya Komissiya). This board was composed
of two sections: a military section consisting of mili-
tary personnel familiar in detail with the military
legislation and requirements set by the ministries for
individual branches, arms, and services; and a civilian
section composed of representatives of the KVD, attorney
%‘mbraﬂi? office (Prokuratura), and local party authorities,

he general task of this section was to decide recruits’
rellability and fitness for certain services im the light
of so¢ial and educational background, biography, police’
record, political affiliations, and political activity.

It was quite customary to ask a recruit his Preference of military
sérvices. However, except in cases of some undoubtedly reliable
youngsters (outstanding komsomol members or activists) these

requests were practically never granted. ! |the
general tendency of the board was not to sUch Tequests, but
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déliberately to prevent their realization in complliance with an
éstablished poélicy in the USSR net to grant any individual requests,
slhnce, "If the man is requesting something, there is certainly some
persvnal interest in it which most probably is contrary to the
interest of the State,"

%__ I lvery often the Voyenkomat m1li-

ary medical examinaetiIon boarde and “Eandatnxz” boards did not
comply with the requirements set by the War and Naval Ministries
for physical fitness and educational background for the various
branches of service. Fer instance, if the breakdown for a particu-
ldr Voyenkomat called for a larger number of recruits for the navy
than waé actually available in the induotion class, bBoth boards
would deliberately overlook some physical requirements and assign
t¢ the navy some recruits who really did not meet naval standards,
More "than that, sometimes reorults who were told they were assigned,
for example, to mechanized units would suddenly be shipped to the
navy without any notioe. : :

[ I |
LIﬁ addition to the two voyenkomat military medical exami-
natlon boards, the navy also maintained a third one. Reocruits
assigned to naval commands had to appear before this naval mediocal
exatilnation board, which on the basis of physical fitness would
assign them to various branches within the navy. The composition
of this board was similar to that of the Voyenkomat medical board,

-eXeept for the omission of a surgeon. Special attention was given

to hearing, eyesight (both for various types of signal and cormuni-
cation service), chest X-rays, and general body struoture. Recruits
with small ohest expansion and slim body structure were reserved
for submarine service. Those that were stout with strong body
structure end developed chests were assigned to torpedo boat units,

" Reoruilts in the best Physical condition were reserved for the naval
-aviation mervice.
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